
 

 

Bulletin Article for February 27, 2022 

My dear friends in Christ, 

My apologies for the length of my column this week. There is a lot of news to cover.  

This weekend we are conducting the Annual Catholic Appeal. The Annual Catholic Appeal provides an 

opportunity to reflect upon the fact that every Catholic is part of a local Church and of the Universal 

Church. Each of us is responsible not only for his or her parish, but also for the well-being of the Church 

throughout our diocese and throughout the world. Since we are one community of believers, members 

of all parish communities throughout the Diocese of Madison are asked to give to this appeal. 

The Annual Catholic Appeal is necessary to generate direct contributions to support ministries and 

services such as training, adult and youth education, and administrative services provided by the 

diocese. The appeal supports the good works of the diocese and the ministries that support our 

parishes. 

If you missed the in pew process this weekend, you may refer to the Catholic Herald that you received 

this past week. It has an insert that you can use to submit your contributions to the Annual Catholic 

Appeal. You can also go to the Diocese of Madison Website at www.madisonsdiocese.org/acagive to 

contribute. Please make sure that you indicate which parish you belong to. Thank you for sharing your 

gifts for the benefit of the church of Madison. 

This weekend we are also conducting a parish census to update our records. Over the years our ability to 

stay in communication with our parishioners diminishes. People move and change addresses and/or 

change/eliminate phone numbers and we are often not informed of those changes. We are asking ALL 

our parishioners to fill out a census form. If you were not at Mass this weekend, you can update your 

information by going to our website, www.watertowncatholic.org and click the button to “Make your 

family count”. Thank you for helping us to keep you informed. 

As I had previously discussed, we have looked at a number of cost-saving measures to try to reduce our 

budget deficits. One of those moves is closing the parish office at St. Bernard. The merger is being done 

in this direction because there is more existing office space at St. Henry than what exists at St. Bernard.  

We will be closing the parish office at St. Bernard on Friday, March 18th. From that date forward, you will 

need to contact the office at the St. Henry location for any assistance. That office will now be called the 

Watertown Catholic Parishes office. As part of this move, Julie Gates will temporarily relocate to St. 

Henry until April 1st to assist with the transition. I want to thank Julie for her nearly 11 years of service to 

St. Bernard and to the Watertown Catholic Community. It has been a pleasure to work with her during 

my time here. I hope that you can extend your best wishes to her during the next few weeks. We wish 

her nothing but the best. 

We have been planning our consolidation efforts of the two school campuses into one location for 

several weeks. A decision was made to split the consolidation project into two phases that will take 

place over the next two school years. For the upcoming school year (Fall 2022-Spring 2023), we will 

bring grades 1,2, and 3 from St. Bernard to St. Henry. Work is being done to make necessary renovations 

to the classrooms at St. Henry in preparation for the moves. 

http://www.madisonsdiocese.org/acagive
http://www.watertowncatholic.org/


 

 

The 3K, 4K, and Kindergarten classes and wrap-around childcare will remain for one year at St. Bernard 

in the “newer” section of the building. The older portion of the building will be shut down for the time 

being. This provides more time to try to figure out the best future plan for the St. Bernard school 

building and the rest of the campus as a whole. 

We have decided to restructure our current daycare program effective on May 27, 2022, at the 

conclusion of this school year. We will continue to provide wrap-around childcare during the next school 

year beginning September 1st. Wrap-around childcare provides for an early drop-off in the morning—

before the beginning of school. We will also have a wrap-around childcare offering for the end of the 

school day until 5:30 PM. It is available for students in grades 4K-5. More information will be provided 

on these childcare offerings later.  

Ash Wednesday is this coming Wednesday, March 2nd, and this marks the start of the Lenten Season.  

Please note the Mass times for Ash Wednesday in the bulletin or on the website. We have several 

opportunities for you to participate at Mass starting at 7 AM and going until 7 PM. 

Be sure to take a Magnificat Lenten Companion and pray your way through Lent. 

Again, a reminder that we will be exiting in silence at the end of Mass during Lent. Please wait until the 

priest has processed out of the main portion of the church before gathering up your belongings and 

leaving your pew. Thank you. 

The evening before Ash Wednesday, commonly called Fat Tuesday, we will have a Pancake Supper and 

Mardi Gras Fun from 5-7 PM at the St. Bernard gym. Please join us! 

Once we begin Lent with Ash Wednesday, we are under our Lenten Regulations. Catholics who have 

celebrated their 14th birthday are to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday, all Fridays in Lent, and 

Good Friday. 

In addition to abstaining from meat, Catholics who have celebrated their 18th birthday, until they 

celebrate their 59th birthday, are to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. When fasting, a person is 

permitted to eat one full meal, as well as two smaller meals that together are not equal to a full meal. 

We will combine our Stations of the Cross for our parishes together with our Hispanic community. 

Stations of the Cross will be on Friday evenings starting at 6:30 PM and will be bilingual. Before stations, 

starting at 5:30 PM, you are invited to a simple supper of meatless entrées or soup and salad. The 

location will rotate between St. Bernard and St. Henry so be sure to check the bulletin for the location 

each Friday evening. Please join us for supper and for our popular Lenten devotion. 

God Bless, 

 

 

Fr Vince  

 


